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It this issue of the MALTT NEWS ialls short in appearance, or
cuality, we trust our veaders will bear with us, remembenng that ths
heen a rather strenvous week i Wailuku,  In fact we feel rather
elated that we haye been able to appear at all In common wilh mosl

other enterprises we have had our troubles, not the least of which was
that we were without liglit or power for operating lnotyvpe or presses
until vesterday afternoon \nd m common with all Maut we sincerely
hope that such another week will not soon occur again
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THE GOVERNOR'S CONSCRIPTION THREAT.

The preparedness eraze has certainly about reached the
limit when the price of a man’s job depends upon whether
or not he bhelongs to the militia. Jut that is just what the
letter of Governor Pinkbam, to heads of territorial depart:
partments, amounts to. It speetfically direets that prefer’
ence be given to members of the national guard, in filling
vacancies and there is more than a hint fo present em-
ployes in the sentence—"Employes are urged to at once
perform their duty by enlisting.”

What are we coming to anyway, that a governor
should dare to utter such a manifesto?  What shall we eall
it—consceription?  Conseription means—*‘to enroll, by com-
pulsion, for military service,” What else is this than com-
pulgion through threat of one's means of making a living?

If Governor Pinkham has made any false moves sinee fie
took his oftice, this is eertainly the worst; and unless we are
mistaken will be one of the strongest weapons against him
in the hands of his enemies.
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PUNISHMENT AS A DETERRENT OF CRIME

The territonal grand jury in its report of conditions in the terri-
tory, dwells at some length on what 1t terms an “excess of leniency”
shown by courts and executive in dealing with those convicted of
crime. It declares thal punishments should be such as to deter others
irom committing crime, That those who violate the law should suffer
adequate punishment, is no doubt right. That this punishment should
Lo measured with a view to preventing others committing like offenses,
s open to serious question. That juries will not convict indiscrimin-
ately when iron-clad laws demand what is believed o be punishment
m excess of what the crime merits; and that executive clemency is
continually  being  granted, is acknowledgnient that laws cannot b
made to ht crimes. No two cases are exactly alike. Every one has its
special chain of circumstances that mitigate or intensify its seriousness
as far as the culprit 15 concerned. 1t 1s in recognition of this fact that
latitude is given to courts in impoging sentence, and that the pardoning
power 15 placed in the hands of the executive. And this 15 as it should
Le. Pumshment is not vengeance. It presumes the possibility of re-
form, and what may cffect a cure in one case, may be wholly excessive
or inadequate for other offenders. It is not easy to make these dis
tinctions, but it is what our courts are for—to do the best they can
in cach case at 1t arises.

There was 4 time in England when to steal so small a thing as a
loaf of bread, to ward off starvation, was a capital offense, And 1o
impress others who might be tempted, gibliets with their ghastly bur
dens, st i at almost CVETY Cross t‘n;ulp-. Yet Crime was not o |':Ul.ll'(l|l(l‘
Cin the same principle, untul recent years it was common i mosl
states to make a public demonstration of an execution, A hanging was
the occasion for a public holiday. Men, women and children, for
miles around gathered by thousands around a gallows crected in the
open air, m order w see a fellow bhuman being hurled into etermity.
Fhe idea for this was that the example would prevent others from
committing crime,  Dut murders still continued, and a more enlightened
public sentiment now prevents such hornble spectacles except in pos-
sihlv a few places. Whether recognized or not, the conviction has hecome
fixed that such executions did more to brutalize a community than
to instill into it the fear of punishment. The mother who contrals her
yvoung hopeful through threats of the “hogy-man®™ or police, 15 not the
one who wsually gives to society the highest type of useful citizen;
nor is the community that attempts to prevent crime through the rigors
of s punishment joflicted upon criminals, the one that has the least
crime to punish.
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In connection with the calling off of the lecture course planned
Ly the principal of the Wailuku Public School, the trouble appears to
e that the department of public instruction was not first consulted in
the matter. In fact the department now lets it be known that 1t con
siders the plan an excellent one, and suggests that the lectures may e
given outside of the regular school hours on Friday afternoons,  Inas
much as the time of teachers and pupils is their own after school hours
and as the legislature has given the public the free use of school houses
tor public meetings, the suggestion loses a good deal of its weight. In
tact we understand that il the assembly room of the school had heen
provided with hghts, the lectures would probably have been held in the
Ly enmng A= 1t was, bur one hour of school time, twice cach month
wioald have been uased We are trank o say that we believe the at
titude af the department has been a mistaken one in this instance
Fut because we behweve that the idea of bonging pupils and public nto
closer touch a most excellent one, we hope that the plan will not b
nil'-ll-l-utl
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Unless there are senous oljections not apparent to the average
ohiserver, it would seem that the Inter-1sland company might easily carn
the sincere appreciation of the Maui public by routing the steamers
Mauna Kea via habulm, in nimes ol kona weather when landings arc
impossibile at Labaina or other south coast ports.  The distance 1y
the north shore would not appreciably increase the sailing distance
hteween Honolulu and Hilo, and besides would give the vessel the
advantage of a lee shore run Also the Maui business should b
material consideration of the company. It has been a week now sinee
the Mauna Kea has stopped at Mawm av all, and with the road to La
haina impassable the main part of the island would have bencfitted
pothing it she had \ sugerestion in this comection through the cham
ber of commerce might be all that 15 necessary 1o get regular mail and
passenger service for Mawm repardless of weather conditions
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Contracton Foss says b an build a concrete road the Flad

homesteads for the amount which is (o be spent for macadam in thil
district. The idea 15 worth consudering.
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